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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotetion of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 5, 7. 8, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Stis (US 6,970,087). 

Regarding claim 1: Stis discloses a substantially non-metallic housing that 
defines a hollow cavity and a human walking surface; and a metal scanner element 
positioned in the hollow cavity defined by the non-metallic housing, wherein the walking 
surface receives a covered human foot (col. 4, lines 27-64; col. 5, line 18-col. 6, line 5; 
Figs. 3, 4). 

Regarding claim 5: Stis discloses an indicia (16L, 16R; 116L, 116R) positioned 
adjacent to the human walking surface of the substantially non-metallic housing (col. 4, 
lines 43-46; col. 5, lines 28-30; Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 7: Stis discloses the device comprising an on/off switch (19, 
119). a battery (15, 115) (col. 6, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 8: Stis discloses the first and second metal detectors and 
housing with the first and second human walking surfaces that received the covered 
human foot (Figs. 3, 4). 
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Regarding claim 11: Stis discloses a human shoes detector comprising a 
stationary metal detector on a floor surface and positioning a shoed human foot on the 
metal detector (Figs. 3, 4). 

Regarding claim 12: Stis discloses passing the human foot over the metal 
detector (Figs. 3, 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stis (US 6,970,087). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3: Stis discloses the housing is manufactured from a 
lead free polymeric material. Stis does not discloses the housing is plastic or partially 
translucent; however, it is merely a matter of design choice to disclosed different non- 
metallic material of the housing for the purpose of preventing interference with the 
monitored signal. 

Regarding claims 4, 9 and 10: Stis does not disclose an inclined or angled 
housing; however, it is merely a matter of design choice to positioned a housing in a 
particular dimension for providing the claimed monitoring of the human shoes as 
disclosed by Stis. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stis (US 
6,970.087) in view of Burton (US 6.362.739). 

Regarding claim 6: Stis does not disclose a wand-type metal scanner. Burton 
discloses a metal detecting device includes the claimed wand hand scanner (100) (col. 
5, lines 21-31 ; Fig. 7). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a wand-type metal scanner as taught by Burton in a 
system as disclosed by Stis for providing addition flexible and portable metal detection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art of Schroeder (US 2004/0145488). Jeffers et al. (US 
5,689,184), Caulfield et al. (US 6,870.791), and Rodriquez (US 5,039,981) are cited to 
show a variety of metal detecting systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan N. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2967. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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TOANN.PHAM 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




